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Zoom link 
https://umsystem.zoom.us/j/96598668580?pwd=n5uRw6NJsUjPDLDKpPGzZLTLBVbUXT.1 

Meeting ID: 965 9866 8580               Passcode: 089517 

 

Matthew  itte 
 ssistant  tate   imato ogist

Kansas  tate Uni e sity

Zacha y Leaso 
 tate   imato ogist

Uni e sity o  Missou i

Meeting  osts:

https://umsystem.zoom.us/j/96598668580?pwd=n5uRw6NJsUjPDLDKpPGzZLTLBVbUXT.1


It’s  ess than two months unti  ou  annua  meeting!  We a e excited to ha e you coming to 
Kansas  ity this yea  and wanted to gi e you some in o mation ahead o  the meeting, to te   
you mo e about Kansas  ity and what we ha e p anned.  I  you ha e any questions,  ee    ee 
to  each out to eithe  o  us.   ee you soon! 

Matt  itte  (msitte @ksu.edu)  /  Zack Leaso  ( easo z@missou i.edu)  

 

Getting he e: 

The  dams Pointe  on e ence  ente  (https://adamspointecc.com/) is ou  meeting 
 ocation, attached to ou  host hote , the  ou tya d by Ma  iott Kansas  ity East/B ue  p ings 
(https://www.ma  iott.com/en-us/hote s/mcibs-cou tya d-kansas-city-east-b ue-
sp ings/o e  iew/).   dams Pointe’s add ess is 1400 NE  o onado D i e in B ue  p ings, 
Missou i (39.02558°N, 94.24198°W).  It is con enient y  ocated off exit 21 o  Inte state 70. 

I  you’ e flying into Kansas  ity, K I  i po t is on the no thwest side o  the Kansas  ity 
met opo itan a ea.  Ou  meeting site is on the east side o  the met o, so you’   ha e a 40 to 
45-minute d i e ac oss the met o to  dams Pointe.  The easiest way to get to  dams Pointe 

mailto:msittel@ksu.edu
mailto:leasorz@missouri.edu
https://adamspointecc.com/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/mcibs-courtyard-kansas-city-east-blue-springs/overview/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/mcibs-courtyard-kansas-city-east-blue-springs/overview/


is by taking I-435 c ockwise   om the ai po t  o  app oximate y 28 mi es, then taking I-70 east 
 o  anothe  13 mi es.  Goog e Maps suggests an a te nate  oute, taking I-29 south into the 
hea t o  downtown Kansas  ity (21 mi es) then taking I-70 east  o  20 mi es.  Depending on 
when you’ e a  i ing, the downtown  oute may ha e much hea ie  t affic than I-435. 

T anspo tation: 

Kansas  ity Inte nationa   i po t (M I) is  ocated on the no thwest side o  the met opo itan 
a ea (https://flykc.com).  The ai po t is se  ed by 11 ai  ines, with the 4  a gest ca  ie s being 
 outhwest,  me ican, De ta and United.  The e a e 10 ca   enta   aci ities with   equent   ee 
shutt es between the te mina s and  enta  ca   aci ities. Renta  companies inc ude   amo, 
  is, Budget, Do  a , Ente p ise,  e tz, Nationa , Pay ess,  ixt and Th i ty.  The ai po t a so 
has a pickup  ocation  o  both taxi and app-based  ide sha e se  ices. The estimated Ube  
cost   om the ai po t to  dams Points is $60. The RideK  met o bus se  ice ope ates to and 
  om the ai po t e e y day and shutt e se  ices a e a ai ab e to book  ia VisitK   
(https://www. isitkc.com/meetings/ aci ities-supp ie s/p anning-t anspo tation).  

 mt ak stops in Kansas  ity at Union  tation in the hea t o  downtown.  Both the Missou i 
Ri e  Runne  and  outhwest  hie   ines stop the e.   

The met o is se  ed by  ou  inte state highways (29, 35, 49 and 70), as we   as additiona  3-
digit inte state  outes (435, 470, 635, 670) that connect the 2-digit highways.  I-435 is the 
main  oop a ound the met o a ea. 

Lodging: 

Ou  host hote  is the  ou tya d by Ma  iott Kansas  ity East/B ue  p ings, con enient y 
attached to  dams Pointe  on e ence  ente .    b ock o   ooms has been  ese  ed  o      .  
Visit https://statec imate.o g to  ese  e you   oom using a  ink p o ided by the hote  o  gi e 
the hote  a ca   at (816) 228-8100.   heck in time is 3 PM, and check out time is 12 noon.  On-
site pa king is comp imenta y.   ote  amenities inc ude a fitness cente , poo , and a cocktai  
 ounge in the  obby pe  ect  o  casua  con e sation a te  the meeting. 

The hote ’s Bist o is open dai y  o  a hea ty b eak ast o  on the go mea  in the mo nings p us 
a  u   ba  and dinne  in the e enings. 

 

 

 

 

https://flykc.com/
https://www.visitkc.com/meetings/facilities-suppliers/planning-transportation
https://stateclimate.org/


The e a e many businesses and  estau ants nea  the hote .  Wa ma t and Ta get a e both 
within ½ mi e.  Nume ous  estau ants a e  easonab y c ose by as we  .     ew options within 
1 mi e o  the hote  inc ude Texas Roadhouse, O i e Ga den, Panda Exp ess,  awaiian B os, 
Raising  ane’s, Fi e Guys, MOD Pizza and I OP. 

 

 

 

G oup  cti ities: 

    

 

 

Make su e you join us  o  a night at the ba   pa k!  On 
Wednesday night, June 11th, the Kansas  ity Roya s 
wi   be hosting the New Yo k Yankees.  Fi st pitch is 
at 6:40 pm.  We wi   be sitting togethe  as a g oup 
and wi   be t a e  ing togethe  too  ia bus.  You can 
p e-pu chase you  ticket;  isit the      web site 
(statec imate.o g). 



Mea s: 

P io  to the beginning o  the meeting, the e wi   be a we come  eception on Tuesday e ening 
in the  obby o  the  dams Pointe  on e ence  ente    om 6 unti  8 PM.   ppetize s wi   be 
p o ided, and a cash ba  wi   be a ai ab e. 

B eak ast and  unch wi   be p o ided each day, p epa ed in-house by a maste  che  and his 
team.  I  you ha e any dieta y  est ictions, p ease  et us know so we can make su e that you  
needs a e taken ca e o .  offee, tea and wate  se  ice wi   be a ai ab e th oughout the day. 

Kansas  ity Facts and Figu es: 

The met opo itan a ea has a ound 2.25 mi  ion  esidents (2024 estimate).  It is the 31st  a gest 
met o a ea in the United  tates. 

The  a gest cities in the met o a e Kansas  ity, MO (508,090), O e  and Pa k, K  (197,238), 
Kansas  ity, K  (156,607), O athe, K  (141,290), Independence, MO (123,011) and Lee’s 
 ummit, MO (101,108).  Ou  host city, B ue  p ings, MO, has 58,604  esidents. 

 

What’s the weathe   ike in Kansas  ity this time o  yea ? 

Kansas  ity a e ages 39.30” o  p ecipitation annua  y.  May and June a e typica  y the wettest 
months.    e age annua  snow a   is 18.2”, with Feb ua y the snowiest month on a e age.  
Du ing the yea , a e age dai y highs  ange   om 39° to 89°, whi e a e age dai y  ows  ange 
  om 19° to 68° ( ou ce:   -  I ).    e age tempe atu es in mid-June a e on the inc ease 
but not yet at those annua  maxima: 

Date No ma  
 igh/Low 

Reco d 
 igh (Yea ) 

Reco d 
Low (Yea ) 

June 11 83° / 63° 104° (1953) 51° (2019) 
June 12 84° / 63° 100° (1953) 50° (1985) 
June 13 84° / 64° 103° (1953) 47° (1985) 

  e age 7-day p ecipitation  o  the week o  
June 8-14 is 1.22”. 

 

Mo nings a e gene a  y com o tab e, whi e a te noons a e wa m.  It can be hot though;  eco d 
highs  o  a   th ee days o  ou  meeting a e at o  abo e 100 deg ees.   e e e weathe  is a 
possibi ity, but c imato ogica  y speaking, se e e weathe  is mo e  ike y in May than June 
( ou ce:  to m P ediction  ente ). 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
WEDNESDAY (6/11) THURSDAY (6/12) FRIDAY (6/13)  

7:45 
BREAKFAST BREAKFAST BREAKFAST 

7:45 
8:00 8:00 
8:15 8:15 
8:30 Welcome Speaker Drought Monitoring Student Award 8:30 
8:45 Welcome Briefing 6 1 8:45 
9:00 Program Update   Research Results I 9:00 
9:15 1   5 9:15 
9:30 Partner Update     9:30 
9:45 1     9:45 

10:00 DISCUSSION DISCUSSION   10:00 
10:15 BREAK BREAK DISCUSSION 10:15 
10:30 State Climate 

AASC Open Forum I 
BREAK 10:30 

10:45 Office Updates Research Results II 10:45 
11:00 5 4 11:00 
11:15   Poster Talks   11:15 
11:30   14   11:30 
11:45 DISCUSSION   DISCUSSION 11:45 
12:00 

LUNCH LUNCH 
LUNCH / Regional Climate 

Center Get-Togethers 

12:00 
12:15 12:15 
12:30 12:30 
12:45 12:45 
13:00 Extreme Events 

Climate Quiz 
13:00 

13:15 5 13:15 
13:30   Poster Session Outreach/Extension 13:30 
13:45   14 4 13:45 
14:00       14:00 
14:15 DISCUSSION     14:15 
14:30 BREAK Business Meeting DISCUSSION 14:30 
14:45 Climate Services   ADJOURN 14:45 
15:00 6     15:00 
15:15       15:15 
15:30       15:30 
15:45       15:45 
16:00       16:00 
16:15 DISCUSSION     16:15 
16:30 ADJOURN 

AASC Open Forum II 
  16:30 

16:45     16:45 
17:00     17:00 
17:15       17:15 

  Baseball First Pitch 18:40 



Meeting Schedule (all times CDT) 

All presentations will be 15 minutes in length unless otherwise noted* 

Wednesday, June 11 

7:45 – 8:30 A.M.    B eak ast (p o ided) 

8:30 – 8:45 A.M.    We come -  h is Lie say, Mayo , B ue  p ings 

8:45 – 9:00 A.M.    We come B iefing 
      Jeff  nd esen, Michigan  tate Uni e sity 

9:00 – 9:30 A.M.    P og am Update 

Cooperative Observer Program Update (Virtual) 
 my F itz, Nationa  Weathe   e  ice 

9:30 – 10:00 A.M.     Pa tne  Update 

Updates from NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information (Virtual) 
Tama a  ouston, NO  's Nationa   ente s  o  En i onmenta  In o mation 

10:00 – 10:15 A.M.    Discussion 

10:15 – 10:30 A.M.    B eak 

10:30 – 11:45 A.M.     tate   imate Office Updates 
      Mode ato : Da id DuBois, New Mexico  tate U. 

Expansion of the Wisconsin State Climatology Office 
Steve Vavrus, Wisconsin State Climatology Office 

Goings on within the Office of the NJ State Climatologist 
David Robinson, Office of the NJ State Climatologist, Rutgers University 

The 2024 Nebraska Climate Assessment 
Eric Hunt, University of Nebraska Extension  

Climate Applications in Delaware 
Kevin Brinson, Delaware Climate Office 

Alaska State Climate Report, Updates from the Alaska State Climate Office and Research 
Highlights 
Martin Stuefer, Alaska State Climate Office, University of Alaska Fairbanks 

11:45 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.   Discussion 

12:00 – 1:00 P.M.    Lunch (p o ided) 

 
 



1:00 – 2:15 P.M.    Ext eme E ents 
      Mode ato : Russ  chumache ,  o o ado  tate 

The LA fires: A WRCC perspective 
Tim Brown, Western Regional Climate Center 

A Summary of Snowfall Depths and Minimum Temperatures from the January 21-22, 2025 
Gulf Coast Winter Storm 
Derek T. Thompson, Southern Climate Impacts Planning Program (SCIPP) 

Hydrologic Whiplash and Drought Monitoring in the Southeastern U.S.: Lessons from 2024 
Lee Ellenburg, Alabama Office of the State Climatologist 

Hurricane Helene and Northeast Tennessee: Climatology, Impacts, and Recovery 
Andrew Joyner, Tennessee Climate Office 

A Tale of Two Storms -- Hurricane Debby and Hurricane Helene StoryMap (Virtual) 
Hope Mizzell, South Carolina State Climatology Office 

2:15 – 2:30 P.M.    Discussion 

2:30 – 2:45 P.M.    B eak 

2:45 – 4:00 P.M.      imate  e  ices 
      Mode ato : Lau a Edwa ds,  outh Dakota  tate 

Graduate Service Assistantships: Innovating Climate Education, Training, and Public 
Services  
Trent Ford, Illinois State Water Survey, University of Illinois 

NOAA Atlas 15: A Climate-Informed Precipitation Frequency Tool 
Doug Kluck, National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration’s National Centers for 
Environmental Information (retired) 

Climate Office Engagement with State Government 
Grace Dines, Kentucky Climate Center, Western Kentucky University 

NWS 2025 Annual Update to AASC (Virtual) 
Marina Timofeyeva, NOAA NWS Climate Services Branch 

Mesonet Atlas Helps Find Unique Data  
Beth Hall, Midwestern Regional Climate Center 

UT-City Colab and Urban Sustainability in Austin: Updates and Activities 
Allysa Dallmann, The University of Texas at Austin 

4:15 – 4:30 P.M.    Discussion 

4:30 P.M.      djou n 



Thursday, June 12 

7:45 – 8:30 A.M.    B eak ast (p o ided) 

8:30 – 10:00 A.M.    D ought 
      Mode ato : Zack Leaso , Uni e sity o  Missou i 

Identifying Drought Indicator Importance by Location and Season 
Molly Woloszyn, University of Colorado/CIRES and NOAA/NIDIS 

Flash Droughts: Putting "Early" in Drought Early Warning  
Mark Svoboda, National Drought Mitigation Center/UNL 

NASA's NLADS-3: Leveraging Unique Modeling and Remote Sensing Assets to Support 
North American Water-Informed Decisions 
Rob Junod, University of Alabama in Huntsville/ESSC/AOSC 

The United States Drought Monitor:  Then, Now, and the Future.  Encapsulating the Gold 
Standard of Drought Monitoring 
Brian Fuchs, National Drought Mitigation Center 

Slicing and Dicing Drought 
John Nielsen-Gammon, Texas A&M University 

Lessons Learned from the 2025 Drought and Water Shortage Tabletop Exercise (Virtual) 
Hope Mizzell, South Carolina State Climatology Office 

10:00 – 10:15 A.M.    Discussion 

10:15 – 10:30 A.M.    B eak 

10:30 – 11:15 A.M.         Open Fo um I 

11:15 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.   Poste  Ta ks 
      Mode ato :  te e Va  us, Uni e sity o  Wisconsin 

12:00 – 1:00 P.M.    Lunch (p o ided) 

1:00 – 1:30 P.M.      imate Quiz 

1:30 – 2:30 P.M.    Poste   ession 

2:30 – 4:30 P.M.         Business Meeting 
      Jeff  nd esen, Michigan  tate Uni e sity 

4:30 – 5:30 P.M.         Open Fo um II 

5:30 P.M.      djou n 

 

 



Friday, June 13 

7:45 – 8:30 A.M.    B eak ast (p o ided) 

8:30 – 9:00 A.M.     tudent  wa d & P esentation 
      Int oduction: Xiaomao Lin, Kansas  tate 

Nenghan Wan is a postdocto a   esea ch  e  ow in the Depa tment o   g onomy at Kansas 
 tate Uni e sity (K U).  he comp eted he  bache o  and maste ’s deg ee in  g ometeo o ogy 
at  hina  g icu tu a  Uni e sity and obtained a PhD in  g icu tu a  Meteo o ogy   om K U in 
2024. Nenghan’s  esea ch inte ests inc ude c imate  a iabi ity, c imate dynamics and thei  
en i onmenta  impacts in ag icu tu e.  e  too box inc udes ana yzing se e a   emote 
sensing, c imate datasets and obse  ations in  a ious  o mats, as we   as p ocess-based 
mode ing dataset. 

9:00 – 10:15 A.M.    Resea ch I 
      Mode ato : T ent Fo d, I  inois  tate Wate   u  ey 

What makes a tornado deadly? An updated look into the factors affecting tornado risk and 
their changes over time 
Chip Konrad, Southeast Regional Climate Center, UNC-Chapel Hill 

Frozen to death: A case study of the causes and impacts of Kentucky's coldest year (1917)  
Luke Marcum, Kentucky Climate Center, Western KY University 

How Does Global Warming Relate to Impacts in Washington State? 
Guillaume Mauger, University of Washington 

A Comparison of Kentucky Mesonet, COOP, and ASOS Precipitation and Temperature 
Jerry Brotzge, Kentucky Climate Center  

Using Locally Downscaled Climate Model Intercomparison Project 6 Data to Evaluate 
Trends in Warm Season Flooding Risk in Colorado 
Peter Goble, Colorado State University 

10:15 – 10:30 A.M.    Discussion 

10:30 – 10:45 A.M.    B eak 

10:45 A.M. – 11:45 A.M.   Resea ch II 
      Mode ato : John Nie sen-Gammon, T MU 

High-Elevation Meteorological Networks in the Andes and Himalaya: New Findings and 
Operational Challenges 
Baker Perry, University of Nevada, Reno 

Estimation of Impacts-Based Drought Thresholds for the U.S. Corn Belt 
Steven Quiring, The Ohio State University 



An Examination of Evapotranspiration Across the Kansas Mesonet 
Matthew Sittel, Kansas State University 

Quality-Controlled Databases of US Extreme Rainfall Events Based on Gridded 
Precipitation Estimates and CoCoRaHS Observations 
Russ Schumacher, Colorado State University/Colorado Climate Center 

11:45 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.   Discussion 

12:00 – 1:00 P.M.    Lunch (p o ided) and Regiona    imate   
       ente  Discussions  

1:30 – 2:30 P.M.    Out each/Extension 

      Mode ato : Me issa G iffin,  outh  a o ina DNR 

North Central Climate & Agriculture Conference 
Laura Edwards, SDSU Extension 

Making Connections during Education and Outreach 
Missy Holzer, Office of the NJ State Climatologist, Rutgers University 

Drought Early Warning Systems Work - Ohio Drought of 2024 
Aaron Wilson, State Climate Office of Ohio (Virtual) 

Were we prepared? Results from a climate impacts tabletop exercise 
Becky Bolinger, Lynker 

2:30 – 2:45 P.M.    Discussion 

2:45 P.M.      djou n 

  



Poster Presentations (Thursday, June 12, Lightning Session: 11:15 AM-Noon, Poster 
Session: 1:30 – 2:30 PM) 

Developing Delaware’s Climate Projections: A Statewide Collaboration 
Christina Callahan, Delaware Climate Office, UD Center for Environmental Monitoring & 
Analysis 

A summary of New Mexico's exceptional spring dust events 
Dave DuBois, New Mexico State University 

‘DroughtReach’ and Beyond: Expanding Climate Services in Alabama 
Brianne Minton, Alabama Office of the State Climatologist  

Analysis of Rock River Flooding and Efforts to Reduce Flooding 
Paul Buchmann, WI State Climatology Office 

Ecological Drought Climatology for MidAtlantic U.S. 
Jacklynn Beck, The Ohio State University 

Soil Moisture Data Value Study Sensitivity Analysis in the Upper Missouri River Basin 
Jacklynn Beck, The Ohio State University 
 
Historical Extreme Weather Damages at the County Scale in Texas 
B.J. Baule, Texas A&M University/SRCC 

Buried Treasure - The Joy and Pain of Moving a State Climate Office 
Melissa Griffin, South Carolina State Climatology Office 

Tennessee Climate Office - 2025 State Report 
William Tollefson, Tennessee Climate Office / ETSU 

Updates on MA Climate Science Report and Resilience Initiatives 
Edwin Sumargo, Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Iowa's State Climate Report  
Justin Glisan, SC of Iowa - Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship 

Developing a Soil and Atmospheric Monitoring Plan for Missouri 
Zack Leasor, Missouri Climate Center, University of Missouri 

 


