UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
WEATHER BUREAU
Washington 25, D, C,

0-2.13 . September 26, 1949
File: 080 o
MEMORANDUM
TO: Section Centera , WRPC'g , @and River Centers
(With Copies to Reglonal Offices for Information)
FROM: Chief, C&HS Division

SUBJECT:  Climetological Service Memorandum No. 6.

1.

RELIABILITY OF DATA PUBLISHED BY WRPC: In Climatological Operations
Memorandum No. 27 issued to all WRPC's , the item sppearing in the
following paragraphs was carried. Since the subjJect covered is of
equél interest and importence to Section Directors 1t is quoted 1in
full. We believe that paragraphs 3 and 4 of the quoted item will
be of especial interest.

"In recent months , & number of instancea have been brought to
our attention of dissatisfaction among Section Directors {and others)
with the work done by WRPGC's , because of a high incidences of errors
in machine summaries and in the published Climatological Neta tables.
Not all WRPC'a have been subject to this criticism; but the comments
have been sufficiently widespread to cause concern, If contimed,
they could seriously impair the WRPC program.

"A large part of the responsibility for this situation rests
squarsly on our own shouldera, here in the Central Office. We have
emphasized, meny times , the Justifiable importance of meeting dead-
linee, avolding backlogs , end keeping current. It 18 quite possible
we have falled to emphasize sufficlently the even grester importance
of keeping finel summaries and Publications free from at lesst the
obviou:a and unressonable Inconsistencies which stick out like "sore
thumbs”

"No one can expect that mistakes will never be made , Or that
differences of opinion will never nceur. Furthermore, we should
have no interest 1In hair-mplitting; we do not believe that time and
money should be spent in locating the minute , trivial discrepsncies
that do not eignificantly affect the statistica; nor do we believe
that spurious accuracy, beyond the degree of accuracy inherent in
the data, should be our goal. This viewpoint can be explained and
defended on the irreproachable basis of maximim value to the tax-
payer for each tax dollar spent. However, there is no edequate
explanstion or defense for the "sore thumb" error (which, incidentelly,
ruins the statistice by casting suspicion on the entire summary).

"It is true thet some of the specific "errors” noted by Section
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Dirvectors are of the hair-splitting type; many others are due either
to misinterpretations or to honest differences of ovinion. We
believe that closer liailson between WRPC and Section Center should
clear up theee differences. Mutual understanding , close cooperatiom,
and sympathy with the other fellow's problems and viewpoints are
necessary prerequisites to the overall success of our climatological
program. To this end, we are making provision for exchange vialtae
betwesn the Officiel in Cherge at each WRPC and Ssction Center
Officiels, thus providing the means for full discussion of mutual
Section Center-WRFC problsme.

"The occurrence of sslf-evident "sors thumd" errors in final
sumraries and publications can and should be prevented at the
WRPC through a vigilant editing of all final data before release.
We must not permit the pressure of work to side-track such oditing.
In extremes, it is far better to be a fsv days late then to publish
lmpossible stetistices., Fight to meet demdlines? Yes - after we
have made certein that our presentation of the data is as reagonable
and reliable ag we can make it."

POLICY ON PUBLISHING SUBSTATION DATA: It was our originel intention
to publish in Climatological Data all available data , including the
records from all stations in the various metworks of unususl denslty
throughout the country. This was the plan when the combined bulletin
vas started. The rolicy waes based on the requiremsnt of accessibility
of data, since oxperience has taught us that all data ars likely to
bs called for at one time or another, and that hend trenscription is
expeneive as compared to printing. Unfortunately , hovever funds
avallable to meet the cost of Procezaning and publishing data are so
limited that it 18 mot practical to admit all data, indiscriminately,
for printing. Under this limitation the Policy will be modified to
Include processing and publishing of as much data as funds will

. permit. BHowever, in the future, in order to "hold the line" <the

criteria for selectlon of stations to be published will be haged on
& ressonable density throughout the country, including only one or
two stations from thome metworke where station density is substan-
tially gresater than the average for the area,

There are two excsptions to this rolicy, licted in order of
priority as follows:

(a) Where funds have been transferred from a goverrment
agency for the epecific purpose of publlishing dats,

(b} Metropoliten network stations,

If there are other networke where the Section Director belisves
the policy should not de apilied, this should be explained to *he
Central Office.

As nev stations are established a statement Indicating whether
the data should be published or not will be inclndsd in the author-
ization for each station; and a.ccorclingly, recommendations of +the
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Section Direéfor concerning the necoasity for publishing the records

shouid aleo accampany ezoh recommerdetior for the satabliskment of
& new station. ; : o

Sincs 1t 18 not practical to procecs data at the WRPC without
publishing them, the records from stations which are rot to Ye
published chould not be routed to the WRPCs. Checking of these
rscords should be confined to that believed necessery by the Section
Conter.

PRESSBOARD BINDERS (REFERENCE: C.S,M. No. 5. Ttem L): The intention
of thig item was to provide binders Fon sach of ths current Forma

1006 Rev., 1009 Rev, , 1009-48 and 1009 machine, Ome hinder size

for the present 102kA and the 0ld earlier Forms 1006 and 1005 ahrould
be satisfactory., The binder for the Form 1009-48, size 8-1/h x 10-3/8
should be suitable for binding the eariier smsll size Form 1006.

Fo presstoard binders for the ebove forms ars now in stock for
substation forme except & limited supply for Forms 1009-48, After
tile needs for binders by Section and River Conters kave been tabulated
for each form mize they wish to bind, & supply for each size will bs
Purchased as soon as funda are available, Information atrout
Procurement of thess binders will be given in Ffuture Climatologienl
Servics Memorenda.

IBE SECTION CENTER NEWSLETTER (REFERENCE: C.S.M. No, 2, Ttem 2):
Formograph stenciis for use in minecgraphing the newsletter rave been
ordered. A smell initial supply of these atencils, carrying "The
Cooporative Observer” as a title , W1ll be distriduted to Section
Centers without requisition. Additionel supplies should be obtained
through ueual channels.

POLICY CONCERNING PUBLISHING OF DEATE NOTICE OF COOPERATIVE OBSERVER:
The question occaslonally comes up regarding publication of the deati
notice of cooperative observers or Weather Bureau employees in the
Climatological Data. Central Office concensus 1s that such a notice
is quite eprropriate , but that the proper Place for it i3 not in the
Climatological Date but in the Section Conter newsletter,

COOPERATTVE OBSERVER RETAINED RECORDS: Occasionally for various
roasons filea of cooperative observers! records become evailsble for
dispogition., For oXample , new observers ray not desire ths custody
of 0ld records, or relatives of decessed observers may not wish to
retain the past records. In cases c¢f this kind which beccms krown to
Section Directors , 1t 18 suggested that Pe8sibllity of depositing thom
in the local library, Chamber of Commerce , municipal or utiility office
be considersd. Section Centers should, of course, toke custody of eny
rortions of auch records that add to the veried of record not in trelr
files, ' R -

SHOWPALL AND SNOW ON GROUND (REFERENCE: C.S.M, No. 5. Ttew 2): Table
7, Scowfall end Snow on Ground » Will be carried in Climetological Datw
Tor the coming smow geeeon, This tedls wiil carry daily snowfall
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{to tenths) and daily smow depth (to whole inches),

The stations to be published should be selected by the Section

‘Director from stations published in Table 2, and revorted to the

WRPC. Ordinarily about helf of the number of ststions in Table 2
will be published in Teble 7.

The criteria for selsctling these statlons are:
(i) Quality of tke rscord.
(2) Approximately uniform areal spacing.
{3) Usefulness of the data.

The snowfall table will be carried every month during which
measurable erowfall occurs or remeins on the ground st any of the
selected stations. Summer hall storms will not, of course, consti-
tute & reason for publishing this table.

W.B, FORM 1009R: A supply of thie form, Weekly Precipitation Report,
is belng printed and will soon be ready for iesue on requiesition.

The form is intended for uee at R stations , those equirped with a
recording gege only. It 18 Intended tn replace various mimeographed
and printed forms pow in use Tor sntry of prscipitation timse st
hydro etatioma. It is to be used in working up welghing gege charta
and should rot bYe microfilmed or flled permansatly but should be
deatroyed after use. '

We believe this form can best be introducsd to the obaervers by
personal visitas cof the hydro inaspecicrs or other employeses rether
than by mail, even though this method may take several months,

Supervising offices should requisition the desired number of
pads of Form 1O009R, It 1s padded with 120 sheets tc tThe pad., Only
one copy need be forwardsd with the weighing gsge charts.

DISPOSITION OF MANUSCRIPT CARBON COPIRS CF FORM 1009: The Central
Office hes no need for the manusecript carbon covy of Form 1009 frr
stations for which the final monthly mschine listing of Form 10CH
18 prepared. The primary function of the carbon copy la thet cf a
teupnrary record for the Ssctlon Center until the original Fornm
1009 is returned from the WEPC. Secticn Centers, therefors, nsed
rot make routine entrles or correcticons on the carten copies of
Form 1009. Aftsr the processéd origiral has been returnsd by the
WRPC, the ocarhon nopy should bs deatroyed.

This dispceition does mat apply to corrected carron copies
required by the River Diatrict Officesn,

FILING NF SUBSTATION FORMS: In the past, svbetation Ferms 1066, 1009
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and 1024k were filed at Section Ceniers in various ways either loose
in file pockets or in pressboard binders, The filing order also
varied, o.g2., by months alphsbetically, by ysar salphabetically and
by stations for period of record.

Filing the forms elphabetically by months and type of form
may be desirable now that the forms will be received from the WRPCa
in that order. This method would save time at the Section Centers.
If this arrangemsnt is desired on an amnuel basis , the months
could be cocllated all at one time at the end of the year.

Thie office would like to have & letter from Section Directors
cormenting on this problem and what system is being followed by
themn.,

Eventually as forms are revised we lops to adopt one uniferm
size, within 10-1/4 x 12 inches, for all forms, ineluding the
1009-48, suitable for filing end birding. Comments are desired as
to the suitability of this size for filing in present files or
shelving efuipment on hand, It ia provosed te punch on the left
10-1/4 inch edge for binding with 4-1/4 inch fasteners.

EVAPORATION STATION REFERENCE NOTES: Our instructions to WRPCs
Previde thet whenever the evaporation pan at a station is rot the
starderd k-foot type, an explanatory note should be attached to the
station name in Table 6 of Climatoleglicel Tate. In some cases

thls note hes been omitted, possibly becauss the type of pan wae

not shown on Form 102kA, Section Centars okould make sure that ths
Proper note ia carried wherever it is required for stations in their
section.

RECORDING OF EVAPORATION AMOUNTS: TItem No. 18 of C.S.M. No. 3
Proposed that although evaporation amounts wers to be published only
to hundredths of an inok, the observers were to comtinue to rosord
the readings to thoucendthe. These instructions are hareby revised
tn allow the observers to meke and reccrd evepnration readings on
Forme 1024 only to hundredths of an inch. Section Directors are
asked to Instruct the observers accordingly., This procedure will
assigt the WRPCs metsrially in the processing and publizhing of the
evaporation dsta,

SPECTIAL STORM RAINFALL FLPORT3: Beveral years age a program of
"Voluntesr Ubservers" waa irevgurated by the Hydrometeorological
Section, These observers using thelr own geges measursd and reported
vrusuel rainfall to the sscticn. It 18 Tolieved that these reporis
should be filed at the Section Centers whers they will:

1. Be available tc the Corps of Englrneers cr Bureau of
Reclamation for special atorm studies,

2., Provide supplemsrtery data for use by the Section
Center in spenial work.
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3. BServe. as é. guide to avallable cooperative observers
1f needed in the futurs.

All reports received at the Central Office will be forwarded to the
Section Centers. Future printings of the form will instruct the

observers to report to the Section Center rather than the Central
Office,

Merrill Bernard, Chief,
Climatological and
Hydrologic Services

sgs A Cof T Ko

E. C, S. Thom,
Acting Asst, Chief
for Climatology
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