UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
WEATHER BUREAU
Washington 25, D, C.

February 10, 1949

0-2.13
MEMORANIUM
.TO-:. = - Section Centers, WRPC'S, and River Centers
(With Coples to Regional Offices for Information)
FROM: .  Chief, C&HS Division
SUBJECT: Climetological Service Memorandum No. 2.
1; :DEPARE[‘I\‘J'F_I;’\I’Il OF COMMERCE LEN-"‘TH OF SERVICE AWARDS FOR COOPERATIVE

On:TRVERS: The Central OfTice is making arrangements for obtaining
Length « of Service Awards" under the Department of Commerce Employse
Award Progrem, for ell cooperative and paid substation employees in
the clima.tological network who qualify. Required qualifications
vare simply 10, 20, 30, 40 or 50 years of service under one of the
various types of formal appo intment.

_ The awarde, a lapel button for men and a pin for women, &re
~In the form of the Department of Commerce Seal, with leng'bh of
8ervice supsrimposed on the seal,

Since 1t will be several wonthe before thode avards are
avellable for preaentation to these observers, no publicity should
be given to this program at the present time. 'The necessery
detailed information as to how obgerver's length of service will
be determined, when and how the awards will be given will be
issued as the progra.m develops.,

2. THE SECTION CEN'I‘ER NEWSLETTER: It has long been recognized thet
personal visite from the Section Center to the coopéerative observ-
era are ‘the most effective way to keep before them the value of
the work they are dolng, to correct any errors in observationsl

. Practice and to explain the need for changes in observing and

- recording procedure. Un.f‘ortunately due  to limitation of funde
and other reasons, 1t 15 not always possible to make poreonal
viegite to all observers a8 often ag deaired

Wo feel that one quite effective substitute for personal
© visits 18 a newaletter iseued from the Sect;lon Center at monthly,
qua.rterly, or. perhaps intermittent intervals, Such a nevsletter,
to be sent to.all.substation. observers, could contaln news
concerning the. n‘oservara their years of service and other personal
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items, TIn addition 5 1t would afford an excellent opportunity to
carry, from time to time , articlea on operation design and care
. of instrumenta, chsnges ih forma s inetructione and precessing of
formes. An occaelonal story on the 8pacific use of veather data
wonld help to emphasize the importance of obtaining accurete
observational data ani unbroken recorde.

. A'TeW‘.'Sactio;}_ant@rg have 1scued such a letter in the past,
The Céntral-Office would’like to encourags thie practice in all
Sections. To as3ist In'this, we plen to prejpers end 1goue &
formograph with & masthead that could be used ‘by any Section Center.
Suggestions for a name for such & Pudblication will bte welcomed.,

Lo T HERR e oo e, When Secticn :ﬁfré'ctors Initiate .this prastice, the Firet
hisla i) W7, - iseie. should be given a wolume and issue number, : The volume

S e nymber: ehonld remaln the same for the calendar year and the issue
Dot s, oumbér shonld be increased by omns for sash . igsue. Two copies
TP . 8hould be mallsd to the Central Office Library &nd one to Field

‘Sorviess. Soction of CYHS Division, .
Commex'.xt,- and kauggga‘tigxr_ré."cpnce_rniﬁg' the newsletter will be
. Iwelcromed from the fleild.' wi: v - .
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3. 7 -COMUTATION OF MONTHLY -AND :AUNUAL, DTVISION AND STATE NORMALS:
When Inatructlons were igsuod-to-WRPC's for computetinn or Monthly
Cufes. . end Anmuel State Averagss ander Status Report 'No. 19, Ttem 11, 1t
o ., WS hot-thought that the unwelghted staté normel would be greatly
. «d{¥Perent. from that cbtained by. weighting or that individval division
. noimAle . would be avatlsbls. in all cades for computing the welghted
'g"ba‘pé'normal,s, It haé How :come to gur attention that 1n some
instances:the use of unwefghted normals may ¢ause inconeistencies.
All sections wiich have individual division normals will therefore
“irie..,. . compute weighted étﬁt‘e'normals_‘_ of. tewpérature and precipitation
. ' - Torxt gach month and ths enmual. Copies should be forwarded to the

“WRPC for -the ir! eS|
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Jitewe. 0 - The.procodure for computing thé welghtsd normais 1s similer
0T usge...] t6-that for yg?‘ghti;xg'"dif'is.ion _.._ayg_arage;s'.; “Using the same weighte

" now id yse for divisfon everages s Bubgtitute the division normals
' in place.ef thé 41viFion-aversges in the first formula in Paragraph
'i0(39-.*6522,,. pege b Of ¥Imstnucticns for Préperation of Monthly
R Qlimatological'Da,d,"‘Jahﬁamy;-.i; -1549" and ‘the resalt will be the
L i ” }i"é?{.sht-ad: siate ng;'p%%l. R
oM, o AGRICULZURAL NETWORKS: * 'Somer question e arisen concerning the
P Us;’gr:_loulwr,@]f_.:ﬁépwﬁ;‘fﬁdfwhi-c-h-:-me refer in'the first paragraph of
i :"‘éur'.'-Na'vam})ezw':.w;‘iéﬁiiB:Multiple +Address 'Léfter. Non-agricultural
arees should b extlited: dn determinihg the numbsr of stations to
be Included in this netwnrk, Any lérgs dbviation from the standard
of at least one station for every 1500 ayunare miles of sgricultural
erea should be reported to the Central Office.
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,msnéticnoms FOR COUPERATIVE OBSERVERS: Circulnre B and C,
'“Tnetructions for Cooperative Observers" soon will be revised and

reprinted. Comments concerning the value of and suggeatione for
improvement of this circular of jnstructions will be apprecie.ted
Such comments ehould be eubmitted promptly to be ¢oneidered in

this revieion.

" GENERAL SUMMARY CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA: In some, cases, aélay 1n

publiehing Climatological Data has resulted because the text for

" the general summery wae not received promptly at the WREC from

. . the Section Conter. 'All centers are urged to give t.he preparation
. of this sumuary ‘& very high priority. The Centrsl Office plans to

issus detailed imstructions on the prepara.tion of the general
sunriax’y within the next few months. (Delay in distributing
Climatolngical Data due to delay in implementing photo-offset plants
is rapidly clearing up es the plants get under way, and this
bottleneck will ve broken within the next three or four months.)

WEEKLY FORM 1009-48: WB Forms 1009-48, the weekly forms, have been

received from GPO .and sre being o.iatributed in reaponse to requi-
s8itiochs on-file.

FORM 1011-48: It will soon be time to issue printing ordere for
next ysar'e supply of WB Form 1011-148 Official Weather O'bservers
Record.

Suggestions for 1mgrovement In the m&keup of this form will
be welcomed.

OVERCOMING OBSERVER RESISI‘ANCE TO NEW FORMS: - A few Section ‘Directors
" have reported resistance on the part of some observers to the new

Form 1009, This bears out our original findings in Region UI; that
implementation of new forms by maill will result in the loss of gome
obgervers. Where Regional funda permit, the diseenters who have
given good Bervice should be contacted perﬂonally and the need for
the changee explained

SUGGESI‘IONS FOR IMPROVEMENT OF COOPEBATI‘VE OBSERVATIONs- Section
Directbrs 8hould encourage cooperetive observers on suitable

. occasjions to carefully enter beginnings and. endinga of precipitation

since the origimal record 18 used for research end legal actions.
It is preserved on microfilm, and at times reproduced as contact
printe or photostats. The emphaeis is that the original record
ag such is-of permanent ve.lue though all parts of 1t are not
pu‘blished

INSTRUCTIONS FOR -PREPARING- COPY ¥OR CLMTO'LGGICAL DATA: One
nmimecgraphed coPy of inetructione nov used by the WRPC's in
proparing copy for monthly and annual Climatological Data by
rhoto-offset printing soon will be furnished each Section Center
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for information only. These instructions are being amended as

' gxperdence: in' the: phgto-off‘set mothod of printing ‘14 &ained and

{mproved methods: of ospy’ prepuratiosi’ develoged. 'Sinide these

cremendments ‘are o immbliste need onky io the WRPC's,“"the
~evamendments willi ot ¥3 farnished to Sec‘tibn Directors until
» Procedures -are. wbra Pully' developedi 1©

CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA SEPARATES: Section Direc,tora are asked to
commernt - on.the advivavility of t*imming a limited number of
Climatological: Data on all four sldebd. This wotld permit issuing
‘the ihdividiual-sheets as separates to those regquéstors who desire
ta for only a limited portion of the sscticn. Would- such & plen

cut -down' the number of complete coplee nésded én File: a.t Section
 Coenters? Would it be necesszry to issue a OBy Sf“thsd’ Index each
“time a'separaté was distributed? Weuld 1t Peéduce’ correspondence

now necessary to answer requests for data? 'Would sny serious
filing problems be involved in holding the separates? If you favor
the use of separates, how meny coples would 'you ‘suggest be printed
as separs.tea? .
< The.- naga‘bives from which platee are ma.de for printing
Climatological Data are now kopt on file at the WRPC's. It will
not be too difficult to make, in the future reruns of any pages

. il
<t 111 S "

EXPIRATTION OF SUBﬂCRlP"‘ION NOTICE: Section Centers ahould send all
unused notices of "Expiration of Sub.scription" to the WRPC'a as
fisld printing plants ere opensdd and WRPG'a: aasume handling of the
Climatological Data mailing lists.

1030 FILE: All Saction Cenbbrs should. Js:aep.a ‘complete file of
Form 1050's forall statiofid within the Séction. 'In the past, 1t

- hae Lappened occasionally that’the laet copy on fite has been

isgued, Section Conters are &u#ked to check théir 1030 Piles
and meke .an aﬁ‘ort 'to émam any aﬂssing back cOpie.‘r“ "'f

Plens are underway for microf:llming theeo 103618,

NAMES FOR MONTHLY METEORULOGTICAL SUMMARY: ‘“For some time we have
felt that the names 'MontHiy" Meteoroldgical“ﬂimnary" *a.n'd "Annual

Meteorologlical. Suzmery™  codld: be 1mproved ‘wpon. - The © na.mas

"Station Citmutologtcdl: Smsry” | "Monthly o Annvel™ heve been

- suggested. “&aggestions OT aui‘ha‘bié némea aré 1mr1ted from the

FPlald, -.. . '* &p-iy !l u’Lviﬁ" : L $

e I T S A R Ter 3 tu mi.rxm iean
DISTRDBUTION OF CLIMATOLOGICAL DA.TA AND MACH]IQE ‘COPTES OF FORM
1039 TO COOPRRATIVE USGERVERG: Aa the result o.; a tabuiation of
the enswers réceived from Bogtion Dirsbtohy. fn: ,reapnefe ‘to MAL,

. Pugust 31,: 19AB, O&RB/FS /Mo %he unanticul boHsbnss oF ‘the

Sec ion Diraustmra ‘eraa dateﬁmhesi to Y& that' céoperatlive observere

iy Senie . EFTHI R T O st reber o
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should be supplied with the published Climatologicel Data.
Therefore, the practice of supplying all cooperative observers with
the elimatﬂlogiqal Bata should be effected in all sections and the
printing 6f the Climatolqgical Date increased whare neceseary.

(If ‘individual observers specifically request not to be included

in the mailing list, they, of course, should be axcepted.

Ahout 65% of the Section Directors 1ndicated the desirability
of furnishing the observer with the machine copy.pf Form 1009,

The Central Office opinion 1s with the majority and it 1s
believed that obaservers ghould be ericouraged to keep a file of the
machine Forms 1009, It is-a nore -practical reference for summarized
data, than the Climatological Date, and it also provides 8 corrected
reoord of the observations, wnich will serve to replace the
corrected menuscript carbon previously ‘returned to the gbservers
by certain Section Directors, The ‘setord carbon copy_of this
form should be returned to the cooperative ebserver, except in
the case of certain River Statiors,. whon this carbon will be
furnished to the Supervising River Center.

COOPERATTON WITH STATE AGENCY: - The Section.Director at Helena

has contributed effectively to the publication "Montans Agricultural
Statistics”, published by tlie Montana Depariment of Agriculture
Labor and Ihdustry, Dsceomber l9u8 in- cooperstion with the BAE,

This kind of cooperation on the" part of Section Directors is
encouraged by the Central Office. e

REVIFW OF FREY MAILIUF LISTS FOR CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA (REFERENCE:
MAL, DATZD DECEMBER %, 1948): Replies on thg above referenced MAL
have nov been recelved from all Section Centers. It is now poeaible
in a general way to clarify and amplify the guides for free
distribution of Climatclogical Data bulletins which were covered

in the MAL, It wilil never of couree; be possible to issue such a
specific list of eligible frea subscribers as to cover every case
which w1ll come up, thereford, Section Directors will have to use
Judgement in epplying the policy. o e

1., Under the class of Fedarel and State Government Agenciles
should aleo come city, county and township govermments. Judgment
should be applied, however, in determining whether more than one
office of a aingle government agency should be on the free list,
Except in unusual cases, only one copy of the bulletin should be
allowed free. Aleo, only in rare cases would a local govermment
agency be eligzible fbr a free Climatological Data bulletin of more
than one section (that 18, a section outside hie local srea), Also
under this class should come fedstrdl '6r state corporations and
senl-public agencies which render a public service requiring the
uss of climﬂmological data ) :

2. Cooperative, observere (Item 4 of the previoua MAL) was
meant to include all "cooperators™ who furnish the Bureau observat
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tional data Thia ahould alaq be broadened to include paid
| subntation observers if they demire the publication. @ooperators
.are not entitled, however to, the bullsetins of . more than one
,secbion, that 13 he’ would be oeligible to recelive the bulletinas
of the section 1n which he 18 located but not the bulletins of
another section, Usually 1rrrigation districts, fruit groveras
.asuogclations, stc, will be "copperetors”,

) .3. Foreign goiernmenta should be treated in accordance
with Circular Letter No. 47-48, dated June 4, 1948,

b, Public libraries may be placed on the fres 1ist, and
it is. poseib le that some of the requestors for Climatological
_Data can be referred to the local public librarles particularly
if they are interested in data from back iseues for vhich the
surplue supply is low. .

‘5. Daily or veekly newapapers and radio statione should not
be on the free list unlese they are cooporating with the Bureau
by disseminating data or otherwise cooperating with the Bureau,

6. Chembers of Commeérce should pay for Climatological Data
bul}etins eacept in cases where they are legitimately classed as
"cooperators".

7. Utility and rajlrosds should pay except 1n case of
"cooperators".

8. Meteorological Societies and the meteorological
departments of schools, colleges, and institutions may be included
on the free list unless the data are used in the accomplishment
~of projects for which these schonl , colleges, or institutes are
collecting feea., Such 1s the case of the American Institute of
Aerological Research .

9. Libraries of priv&tely supported educetionei_iﬂatitutiona
may be included on the free mailing list only if these bulletins
are placed at the dieposal of the general student vody.

10. TFormer ccoperative observers mey receive the bulletin
free for the secticn in vhich he lives only upon reguest and only
~ after having rendsred faithful service for & mumber of years,

Retired Weather Bureau Officiale may be included on the free list
for the section in which he lives,

11, Individuals connected with state collegee or experiment
statiors where there is = cooperative aarangement with the Weather
Bureau and/br where their work Involves the use of Climatological
Data in research or opsrations in the public interest, may receive



19,

T o
gectiofl ‘bulletins if thelir work involves'climatologicai Pactots,

12, TFree distribution of Climatological Data bulletins

"to other individusls should always be based upon whether or not the
" uee to which the bulletin 18 put Justifies its being furnished at

tax payers expenss,

13. In those sections where the etate contributes funds

to the support of the climetological program, free distribution

may be made to requestors on the same basis as free state -
publications, '

1k, Commodity exchanges, such as cotton or corn and wheat
exchanges should pay for the bulletins.

Several Section Centers have found it profiteble to maintain
one or two complete sets of Climatological Data for use in answering
requests on & loen basis for a large number of Climatological Data,
Those Section Directors who haven't employed this method of
supplying data are urged to adopt ths practice.

The above clarifications and amplifications of the December 3,
1948 Multiple Address Letter on the eubject of "Review of Free
Meiling Liste for Climetological Data" should be used as an overall
gulde In determining the eligibility of a recipient on the free list.
The free list should be carefully purged once each.year. This ftem
13 in ansver to the genmeral questions raised by Section Directors in
response to the above referenced MAL. In some cases, however, more
specific questions were asked and these will be enswered by
individual letters as soon as Central Office steff can got around to
1t. Doudtful cases of requests for entry on the free 1ist should
be submitted to the Central Qffice and as further casges arefclarified,
1t 18 hoped to "bulld up" a rather epecific guide to be followed by
all Section Centers. The Central Office 1s definitely interested in
getting away from any poesibility of the charge thst tho Bureau 1o
"too" free with its publications; but it 18 not the intention of the
Central Office to be so arbitrary that public service 1s Jeopardized.
Judgment on the part of Section Directors must be the deciding factor
In the light of the general policy. ;

FORM 4045 . ACKNOWLEIGMENT OF RECEIPT OF SUBSTATION FORMS: The
inappropriateness of this form or an adaptation of it es a weekly
acknovledgment of the Forms 1009-483-hae raised the question as to
whether or not such ackmowledgment ia necessary or dssirable.

The quantity of these cerds expended during the last few ysars
indicates that they are used ms acknowledgments for only about 1/12th
of coop forms received,

In view of this and further since cooperative observers will soon
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be recelving quite cwrently the Thiblishdd Clima‘tologica.l Data
. and copies of the machine. sumiariss Form 1009, the uge of WB
B Fom l!LOll-'i will be. discontinved. i

Those Section Directors who have been using this form of
aclmowledgment should advige the cooperative observers of its
discontipuance and reagons ‘l;here*’ore in & nswsletter or by a
mamorandum et Fiig

20, ANSWERING OF CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE FIELD: Whenever poesible,
bovrespondence rpceived in the:Céntral Of'f‘ice from one.or more
Section Centors ‘i‘lhivh ‘poeeg problems ot Presents questions of
general intersst to other offices and which can be answered
adequately By an jtew In-the C.S.M.; will 'be 1ncluded in the

S.M, "In most ‘cages of. this kind 1ndiv1dual 'replies to the
correspondance w,il,l not .be writ uen. '

e

21, ‘SUBSCRIPTIONS 70, "WE.--TEERWIS.E“ The Central Office has tentative
Plans to subscribve for 1,000 coples of "Weatherwise" 6 & magazine
about ths. weather 1sﬁaed by thesAméteur Weathermen of Anerica.

It i=s hopecl that this magazine which 16 edited by David.M. Ludlum,
Director ‘of the De;par*bmen‘t of: Nertes Yology of ‘the Franklin Tnetitute
in ’hiladslph‘a ;E’enn.,JLvan &, will goY Ve to s't:mulaue the. .
continued 1ntelest of.. the. coop obsgrversy The magavrze is written
in language understap able- 10 . the' dayman,” has a definite educational
value and. will help Lo keev the: observersr informed of recent
developmeﬁta in methods of taking saccura‘!ie meteorological
obeervationg. et .

It 18 plannsd to matl the copies of "Weathewise" to the
Section Centers for diatributlon : Since 4t vas not .ppesible. for
-us to obtaln” mﬁaacr‘ ptions for each cooperative obaerver 1t will
be necessary to make the best posslble uae ‘of the 1, 000 eu'bscriptiops
that we were s.ble to purchase, o

Wi -

Two plazi'é“}la.ve b@en suggested 'and commen‘t 15 'desired on tshese

plens, - fei R "

1. Send the magezine to thoss obsbrvers at full clima'tological
sta.tio:&s who . have -about. 12 0T more years of‘ service. ,

-t 2. Senci 'i:.he magazine to a'z obaerver with four addresaed
envelopés and & requeet to mail it cn, wl"sn he has finished with
it, to any one of the four, names, Wl"o in %urn will sond 11:. to one
of the reme.inilng names etc. g o

Since there are approximately b 40O full cooperative gtations
(temperature and precipitat,j,on) L, OOO coptes would take care of
‘this nunber. ¥or the present at least stations that are not full
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climatological stations would not be furnished this magazine,
may ve roesibls . at somd Pfuture .date for the Bureau to got

 eufficlent copies of "Weatherwise" to go arcund.

Detalled distribution inet ructions will be furnished af‘ter
ve have recelved your comments. - S

/-c

/— : J‘;‘ /{
& /fh,* Jf 7 aﬁ

Merrill Bernard, Chief,
C.Lime.tological and
. Hydroclogic Servicss,

.........
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