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Chier, C&HS Division

SUBJECT: Climatological Service Memorandum No, 10.

ll

REVISICN OF MONTHLY FORMS 1009 AND 1006: Before these forms are
reprinted we would like to have comments on the present forms, and
suggestions for improvement from all Section Centers, River District
Offices and WRPC's. Where possitle these comments should reflect

the opinion of the observers ag well as of the supervising officea.

We would like comment on the quality of bpaper in present pads,

epacing of the wvaricus columns, whather the graphic method is preferred
for entering times of beginnings and endings and any other remarks
which would assist us in improving these forms. The size of the

new forms will be 10" x 11-3/4%,

Present supplies of these forms are low, therefore your replies,
to bo of value in the next revision, should be forwarded without delay.

WEEKLY VERSUS MOWTHLY REPORTING FORMS (REFERENCE: ITEM 1, CEM NO, 9):
Thirty-three rcplivs were received from BeclLion Coniers in regponse
to our request for an opinion concerning use of weekly and mwonthly
Forme 1009, Twenty-seven of these replies favored abandoning the use
of the weekly form.

Use of the weekly form should therefere be discontinued. Effective
date of this dlscontinuence should be set Ly sach Section Nirector
Tor his section, but should not be later than Jamiary 1, 1951,

WB Form 1053A will be reprinted, and 1t is believed that this form,
elong with Forms 1053B, C, and F, wili furnish a2dequate weekly reporis.,
Snggestions for additional cards, if found necessary, will be given
consideration. ‘

OBSERVATICNS OF FROST IN THE GROUND: Several ysars ago, the Regional

Offices were requested to make arrangements with gelected first-order
stations In thelr respective regions to cbtein records cf froet in
the ground. The records collected consisted meinly of whatever
information was availlable from l»cal cemeteries, telepkone and power
companiss, or other organizations known to be carrying on winter
xcavations,

The records have been filed in the Regicnal Engineer's Office.
In view cf the changed functions under which the Area Enginsers are
now operating, and in order to mesintain the records in permenent file,
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it is proposed that the records be filed at the appropriate Ssction
Center, The Area Engineer will effect the transfer of the records
and collecting offices are instructed to forvward the records in the
fature to the Section Center.

A prograr ir under way to obiain scil mcisture and temperature
records thimugh use of standard meters which will record theage
siements at fixed depths below the ground surface., A few of these
reters have been installed at smelected pointe. It is believed that
the present colleciion of froet date may be useful in correlating with
the frost depth and ground temperature data obtained from the soil
moisture meters,

RECORD FORM (1010A) FOR STORAGE PRECIPITATION GAGE ORSERVATIONS: A
small supply of Form 1010A hae boen msiled to the Section Centsre in
the western etetes, for use in connection with storage gage stations.
These formse are :ntended toc serve as a record of all precipltation
measursments made in the variocus types of storage gages in use. This
should include the initial and final seasonal measurements as well as
any intermediaste stick or tampe measurements mede during the year. The
form will suvplement Form 1010B which form 18 used in connection with
servicing of the larger types of storege gages.

CLIMATOLOGICAT. DATA MAPS (REFERENCE: CSM NO. 5 AND CSM Nr, 8): as
progress 18 made In preparing Climatological Data base maps, blank
bese maps will be furnished to other Section Cemters for »lotting
gtation locations. We urge that all stations currently published in
Climatological Data be carefully plotted according to the coordinetes
given and the positions in their respective counties.

After the master rap is prepared at the Central Offics s partly
reduced photostat copy of the master map is ther. returned to the
section for making Tinel corrections, deletions, and additions,

Special attention shhuld te given *to station location aymbola as
to position end proper designation of precipitation gages in uss.
Some Weather Bureau Offices and other stations have both recording
end non-recording type geges so that the emall circle in such cases
would we half shaded to indicate both typez at = station.

NBJSLETTER: The following letter was recoived hers from the Califoraia
Section Director:

"You will be interested to knrw some rather striking bem>ficial
resulta from the first Cooperatiwve Observeras Newasletter For
California.

"For November 1949 all but 2% of our cooperative observers'
reports have been received in time for publication as compared
with 8% received too late for publication in November of last
year. In other words, there are but one-fourth as many late
reports for November 1949 as for the same month last year,
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"The number of cbservers' names or station names missing
kas also been cut approximately in half, These constructive
results are certainly encourasging from the standpoint of
operatione at the Section Center ard indicate clearly ths
definite value of the Newslettsr whick was planned by the
C&ES Divisinn."

COLORED PAPER FIR NIWSLETTERS: We fsol that white mimeograph paver
is satisfactory for Section Center newsletiers; however, a few
centers have been using coleored peper. Mimsograph paper, white or
colored, should mot, of courss, be purchased in the open market. We
understand that colored papsy 19 avallabie from the Bureau of Fsderal
Sepply in blue, buff, goldenrod, green, pink, end yellow, at e
slightly higher cost than the whits paper.

MATLING NEWSLELTERS TO THE CENTRAL OFFICE:(REFERENCE: CSM NO, 7, ITEM L):
The second paragravh of the referenced item should be changed to:

"Two coples should be mailed to the Central Office Library.”

TEXT FOR GEWERAL SUMMARY IN MNNTHLY AND ANNUAL CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA: The
Central 7ffice needs a copy of this toxt as early as possible in the
following month, All Section Centers are therefore asked to forward
oach month to C&HS Division, maerked for attention of Climatic
Information Section, a carbon copy of the above text, beginning with

the wonth of January 1950.

TEXTUAL. MATERIAL IN MONTHLY AND ANNUAL CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA ( REFERENCE:
ITEM 4, CSM KO, 8): The following comment on the atove subject was
received recently from & Section Dirsector:

"It is believed that all Section Centers have & good idea of
the elements to be strossed in the various summaries for their
particular Ssction. Xor exsmple, wind, relative humidity, etec.
may be of vastly more importance in some areas than othors.

"The main idea here, it seems to us, is the writer's "Style".
This knack is possessed by few and cultivated by fewer., Weather
and climate can be the mest interesting or the dullest of subjects.

“All of us can be ever on the alert for the improvement of cur
summaries and continually seeking methode of improving them. One
way 18 to talk to and discuse the matter with users of cur data.
Tt 18 surprieing, sometimes, to note the "gems" we pick up iIn
this manner.’

COPYING DATA FROM FO)RM 101l: If date are copled from Form 1011 to
Form 1009 on & monthly rather then e daily basie, errors in franscription
are quite apt to ocour. Some of these serrors are trenaposed figures,
revorsed meximum and minimum temperatures, entries on wrong datesn,
and missing precipitation,.

If meny errors of this type occur it would be well to carry an
l1tem 1n the section newsletter urging observers to copy cbaeervations
promptly into Form 1009 or 1006,
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OBSERVER INSTRUCTIONS: We wnuld like to pass along the following
comment received from a Section Director after a recent fisld trip:

"When & new station 1s established by & Weather Burean
representative, the matter of instruction of the new
observer ghould be given careful attention. An extra
few minutes spent with a new observer will almost aluays
pay dividends in the form of reduced correspondence
attempting to siraighten out records at a later date."

We agree fully with the above remarks.

INFORMATION ON THE CLIMATOLOGICAL PROGRAM: On resson for esteplishing
the CM was to keep all Section Center employees informsd concerning
the climatological program., We fesl that we have succesded fairly well
in this respsct; however, at least one example has recently come to
our attention where & hydroclimatic inspector did not reaiize that all
newly established temperature etations should have the observation
taken in the evening. As a result he was continuing to establish a.m.
temparature stations,

This item 1s to emphasize the necessity for all employses connected
with the climatologizal program t» be fully informed on Policy matters
concerning this program. One of the best ways to do this is through
the C&8M. Section Directors, therefnre, should make sure that all

YO

Section Center employess have read all CSM's.
7 o
/ 2 LA "[/f,-(,fJ?/,// Ry AL, |

Y

Merrill Bernard, Chief,
Climatological and
Hydrologic Services
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